STAT

e

’1/ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/24 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100090104-7

STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/24 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100090104-7

Ford Upsel by
eaks on C
Nessen Savs

'Sensmwr/ of Material
and Possible Damage
to Reputations Cited

o BY DON IRWIN
Times Statf Writer

WASHINGTON —President Ford i
"displeased’ by continuing leass of
"alleved pamal information” -about
the nuroorted role of the Central In-
telligence Agency in piots 0 assas-
sinate forewn leaders. the White
House said TUF‘aUJ\

Press secretary Ron Nessen said
that Mr. Ford was concerned because
classified data dealing with the al-
lezed plots. now under review in
Corwre and within the Administra-
tion. were difficult to annrawe and!
were of "great sensitivity.”

"Peoplea reputaiions are at stake.
and the President feals it's not in the
naticnal interest to spew cut incom:-
Ppleie, unciear portions and bits and
pieces day after dav." Nessen said
during a long c:mh\.ng? with repor-
ters. :

Nessen refusged. in responding toﬁ
newsmen's questions, to direct the
President's displeasure against
individuals, specifically Vice Pres-
ident Rockefeiler. The Vice President
headed. a commission that reported
June 10 on the CIA’s domestic opera-
tions  but turned secret materials
dealing with assassination charges
over to the Whire House mt}'ou'
public comment.

Last Sunday. Rockefeller said dur:
ing a television interview that former
Pre<xdent John F. Kennedy and his
brother, former Ativ. Gen. Robert F.
Kennedy, mighi have played roles in
alleged assassination plots by the
Cla. '

Ca - Monday.
asked for Mr. Poerd: reaction
Rockefeller's remarks. he referved
questioners to the Presidents last
press conference. At that meeting, o
June 9. Mr. Ford emphasized the sen-
sitive- nature. of the assassinalion
matecial and cautioned the congres-
sior:al commiitices to w h chit was be-
ing made. availoble to use "almod
prudence” in handling 1*
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Whan asked Tuesday i
ideal was upset with
Nesmn replisd: "1 think
aboui that yesterday. Bul
Ford's) fzeling aboui leaks ...
fee:s really strongly that this 15
realiv the ordarly and proper v
handia thiz.”

Nezsen refused olzo to com
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3 Com'z.'zt e frem access to
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"1 dom think I ought to comment
on the workings of Congress,” said
| Nessen, who has frequentiy done just
that. As laughier welled up. he
added: "In that particular arca.”

Mcantime, presidential  ceunsel
Roderick M. Hills told the Washing-
ton Star that the Whiic House was
combing records of the National Se-
curity Council for clues to U.S. policy
between 1959 and 1963.

Published allegations have linked

the CIA with the assassination in
.1961 of Rafael L. Trujillo, dictator of
the Dominican Republic, and with
plots to kill Cuban Premier Fidel Cas-
tro.

Hills said he could not say whethar
the council's minutes contained any
reference to assassination plots. But
he said the scarch could determine
"who js reponsible for whatl" in the

area of Caribbean policy during the '

‘Eisenhower and Kennedy administra-
tions.

The National Security Council min-

utes were not reviewed by the Rock-

cfeller commission, Hills said. He in-
dicated, however, that they
‘made available to the seiect Senate

committee headed by Sen. Frank

might ho
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Nesson ddl net iomize the nows.
stories that had ca the Pres-
idont's concern. Thcre have, howev-
er, been a variely 6f reports, some of |
them conilicting, alie ing CIA links
with conspiracies to xill fcrcign lead- |
ers and with assassination:.

Nessen, a former WEC correspon-
dent and United Press international
reporter, denied that he was issuing
"a warping or a cautiea or a criti-
cnsm" to the nows media. ‘
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, “he President has
HOL mu ated my investization of the
sources of the icaks.

Church (D-Ida.) that is im'estigating i

CIA activities.

Nessen had nothing but praise ior
the work of the Church commitien.
Mr. Ford, he said, believes it hz.s
operated "in a very responsible way.”

When asked if the President would
support a decision by the committee



